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Truly One of a Kind
CHILDREN WHO HAVE NOT THRIVED IN A 

TRADITIONAL SCHOOL SETTING BENEFIT FROM

THE “UNIQUELY BEAUTIFUL” EDUCATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENT AT NEW HOPE ACADEMY. 

P H O T O S  B Y  
A L I S O N  D U N L A P

Back row, left to right: Jeremy Dickerson, Dean of Students and
Supervising Director of Counseling; Steve Gana, Assistant Direc-
tor and Director of Advertising; Tiffany Trunell, Head of School
and Supervising Director of Student Services; Dave Kennedy,
Senior Director of NHA; and Casey Barut, Director of Doylestown
Campus and Director of Student Services. Front row, left to right:
Monica Welsh, Senior Administrator; Caryn Search, Assistant
Dean of Students; Jenna Parrilla Alvino, Director of Activities and
Theater Productions; Jack Alvino, Director of IT; and Colleen
Kaufman, Dean of Students.
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Licensed and approved in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, New Hope Academy
(NHA) is a nontraditional private school
in Bucks County, teaching students in
grades 6 through 12.

NHA has two campuses in Bucks
County, one in Yardley and another in
Doylestown. When a family visits one of
the campuses to begin their tour, they
will often hear the administration use
words such as unique and powerful to
describe the school. By the end of the
tour, the parents and their child tend to
describe this one-of-a-kind place of learning
as uniquely beautiful. They also feel the
warmth, joy, and positive energy that
Kathleen Rosso-Gana, the founder, pres-
ident, and executive director of NHA and
Motivational Educational Training Com-
pany Inc., believes is essential for real
learning to take place.

“Kids come to us for many reasons,”
she says. “When I founded New Hope
Academy, I wanted to create a place where
any child who was not thriving in a traditional
setting for whatever reason can find their
place. Many of our students come to us
with a unique heartache, headache, or
issue. This is one reason we seek to add
joy to children’s lives. Children with nothing

to lose are very dangerous people. From
the beginning, we talk a lot. We meet with
parents, teachers, administrators, to try to
find out what’s happening with a child so
we can try to fix it.”

NHA’s mission statement is simple yet
powerful: “Head and Heart Before the
Brain.” In other words, the school values
not just a student’s education, but also
his or her psychosocial and emotional
development. The phrase encompasses
many beliefs, values, and strategies of
education that are ingrained in each
teacher and student on a daily basis. 

The student body is diverse, but each
child understands that NHA is for all stu-
dents who, for whatever reason, are not
thriving in the traditional school environ-
ment. Often, these students have experi-
enced many of the same headaches and
heartaches before finding an educational
home at NHA. Therefore, they support
each other in an environment of caring
and friendship.

On that first tour of an NHA campus,
prospective families also notice a few of
the most important reasons that NHA is
also academically successful: small class
size and a team of devoted, caring edu-
cators. Rosso-Gana describes the teachers

of NHA as “the best in the busi-
ness,” as well as “consistently
happy, forever hopeful, and men-
tally healthy.” 

In American society, there is
much talk about the need to pri-
oritize mental health among
today’s teen population. Rosso-
Gana believes more needs to be
said and done to support teachers
in their responsibility to stay stable
on their journey with mental
health. She is proud to say that
this is a priority at NHA. After all,
humans cannot give what they
themselves do not possess. n
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New Hope Academy

301 Oxford Valley Road, Bldg. 1701
Yardley, PA 19067
(215) 493-4200

350 S. Main Street, Bldg. 303
Doylestown, PA 18901
(215) 345-9333
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www.newhope.academy

Seth Ball guides Keigo and Frankie
through a biology research project.

Leigh Greacen shows Frankie some key paragraphs
from his reading assignment.

Chelsea Ballard helps Brody to find the
right technique with his acrylic painting.

Kathleen Rosso-Gana, the Founder, President,
and Executive Director of New Hope Academy
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