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Ask attorney Susan M. Gibson about
the work she does, and she might
describe herself as an advocate, a

collaborator, and a problem solver.
“It may sound simple, but my goal is to

help people succeed,” says Gibson, the
founder of Gibson Family Law in Doylestown.
“I want to be there for them when they feel
vulnerable, and to help them deal with the

obstacles they face so they can move forward
with their lives.”

Gibson seemed destined for a career in
the legal profession. Even when she was a
young girl, “it was always assumed” she
would grow up to become an attorney. She
came from a family of lawyers, after all, in-
cluding a grandfather who served as in-house
counsel for a large company and also ran a
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FORWARD
Lighting a Path
As a family law attorney
and a community leader,
Susan M. Gibson of
Gibson Family Law
strives to guide others 
toward a better, brighter
future.
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small practice for adoptions. 
Gibson went on to receive her Juris

Doctor from the Columbus School of
Law at the Catholic University of Amer-
ica in Washington, D.C. While there,
she served on the school’s Council of
Professional Conduct for three years,
and ascended to the council chair in
her final year. She also satisfied her fas-
cination with human behavior by
studying psychology—first at Loyola
University in Chicago, where she re-
ceived her undergraduate degree, and
then at Marymount University in Arling-
ton, Virginia, where she earned a mas-
ter’s in forensic psychology. 

“I saw the legal profession as an
opportunity to work with people who
wanted to better their situations,” she
says. “Life experience led me into a ca-
reer in family law. I wanted to use my
time and expertise to help people over-
come life challenges.” 

She spent more than a decade
honing her craft with reputable law
firms throughout the Philadelphia area,
helping clients navigate domestic mat-
ters such as divorce, custody, child sup-
port, equitable distribution, and
spousal support, among others. Al-
though she received tremendous satis-
faction from the client-facing aspects of
her work, she came to realize she
wanted to do things differently. The de-
sire for change ultimately compelled
her to branch out on her own.

Since opening its doors in June
2021, Gibson Family Law has grown
steadily. She and Christian Zamora, her
trusted paralegal, work closely together to
provide responsive service in an environment
of genuine compassion.  

“I’ve always been able to connect with my
clients, but I wanted to have a culture in
which helping people came first and fore-
most, not the bottom line,” she says. “I take a
collaborative approach, where we work to-
gether to help each person solve a life prob-
lem in a way that makes them feel valued and
cared for. I also wanted to create a workplace
culture where everyone feels seen and heard,
and has a good balance between their work
and personal lives.”

When asked about how clients would de-
scribe her, Gibson uses terms such as tena-
cious, caring, and a strong listener. All three,
she believes, are essential to guiding clients
onto the path to stability and growth once the
proverbial dust has settled.

Gibson has a keen interest in helping

members of the LGBTQ+ community. She
describes herself as a proud member of the
National LGBTQ+ Bar and Bucks County Bar
Association.

“I have a real soft spot for vulnerabilities,”
she says. “If I see a vulnerable population or
person, it’s the core of my being to want to
protect them, help them, and fix their situa-
tion. This community is very vulnerable to at-
tack right now, and it doesn’t sit well with me
when someone is marginalized and being
taken advantage of.”

Her words speak to the beating heart of
U.S. law—the notion that everyone should be
treated equally.  

“No matter who you are, if you are in an
unhappy relationship, you should feel em-
powered to live your life and feel good about
it,” she says. “The process of getting divorced
is not a great process—no one wants to go
through a divorce or separation—but you
should have the freedom to be who you are

and pursue the life you want.”
Originally from the Atlanta area,

Gibson has adopted Doylestown as her
home. She is proud to serve her fellow
residents of Bucks County, where she
and her husband are raising their four
children. She wants her kids to grow up
in a community of fairness and diversity,
which is why she has worked so hard
to make a difference in ways apart from
her law practice. 

Education holds a particularly spe-
cial place in her heart. She has served
on Doyle Elementary School’s Home
and School Association, volunteering
her time at school events and in her chil-
dren’s classrooms. Also, recently she
ran for—and was elected to—a position
on the Central Bucks School Board. As
a school board director for Region 8,
she says she aspires to collaborate with
teachers and school staff, and uplift a
district that has “gone through a lot”
over the past few years. 

“Community involvement matters,”
she says. “It feels good to be walking
around in our small town and share a
connection with almost everyone
around you. My husband’s cousin jokes
with me about being ‘her Kevin Bacon
of Doylestown’ because I seem to have
a connection to most people she
knows.” 

As for her law practice, Gibson
looks forward to extending her reach to
help more people contend with some
of life’s most challenging situations. She
has the following words of comfort for

anyone who has considered divorce as a re-
grettable albeit necessary step but chooses to
stay in a bad situation out of fear: “Everything
will be OK.”

“The path does not have to be as treach-
erous as they think,” she says. “I take fear into
account with every client I talk to. My goal is
always the big picture, and to help people
make decisions that will best serve them
going forward. I also try to ‘keep the heat
down,’ which is an approach I learned from
one of my early mentors. I’m always going to
advocate for my client’s legal position, but
fanning the flames is not going to serve any-
one’s interests.”  ■
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My goal is always the big picture, 
and to help people make decisions that will best serve them going forward.” 

—Susan M. Gibson, Gibson Family Law
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