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Gearing up to choose a college?
Take the advice of Justin G. Roy, dean of admissions
for Georgian Court University. by BILL DONAHUE

Justin G. Roy had a plan.
Leading up to his final
year of high school, Roy
had his sights set on
continuing his studies
at a large university,
preferably far from home. He
wound up doing exactly the
opposite, choosing to attend
a small liberal-arts school in
New England, not far from

his hometown.

“It was the best decision of my life,” he
says. “I loved it because it was big enough
for me to explore new things and small
enough for me to have the familiarity of my
surroundings and a sense of safety. [ am
who | am today because of how I was able
to explore in that kind of an environment.”

Today, Roy is the dean of admissions for
Georgian Court University in Lakewood, N.J.,
a small Roman Catholic liberal-arts college
much like Assumption College in Worcester,
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Mass., where he earned his degree. He says
having an open mind, and taking the time to
visit schools apart from what he considered
his “ideal,” made all the difference. He advises
prospective students to do the same as they
prepare for the academic year ahead.

“Every student should be looking for a
school that ‘fits,” and you find out what fits
by doing some exploring,” says Roy. “When
you find the right school, you'll feel it in your
gut. The school I graduated from is almost
exactly like GCU. It was the right fit for me,
because I felt it would be a safe place for me
to try new things and to fail, which is how
we learn. There was always someone to
pick me up and tell me why I failed and get
me back on the right track.”

With the fall 2018 term within reach,
Roy has some advice for prospective students:
Start preparing now; there’s still plenty of
time to move through the admissions process,
but the window closes a bit with each passing
day. For the fall 2018 semester at GCU, for
example, students must complete their appli-
cation for admission by Aug. 1.

“Preparation” may differ from student to
student, depending on his or her circum-
stances. For high school juniors, now is the

e

time to start researching schools based on
“personality,” location and academic pro-
grams/majors, as well as other offerings to
stimulate one’s intellectual curiosity.

“Think about the type of school you
want, but keep an open mind,” Roy says.
“Have a plan, but be prepared for the plan to
change. If you think you want a big school,
take a tour of a few small schools, too. Doing
so may very well reaffirm what you think, or
it may open up a whole other set of options.”

For high school seniors, now is the time
to “buckle down,” as Roy says. For starters,
he suggests every college-bound senior take
the SAT at least twice. That having been
said, any senior who does not score well
on the math- and science-heavy SAT should
also consider the ACT, which is geared for
more “creative minds.” Roy says most col-
leges and universities will use either test as
a tool to determine admissions and merit-
based scholarships.

“Spending a Saturday taking a test is no
one’s idea of a good time, but just by
increasing a score by 100 points, it could be
worth thousands of dollars per year,” he
says. “Also, take the time to ask schools
about the potential for merit aid, based on
your grades and other qualifications.”

For transfer students and adult learners,
now is the time for evaluation. Perhaps a
community college student wants to acquire
a more advanced degree in lieu of entering
the work force. Or maybe the dawning of the
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