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One might argue that
Americans value freedom more
than anything else. For many, this
thirst for freedom extends to an
individual’s legacy after he or she
has “shuffled off this mortal coil,”
as Shakespeare’s Hamlet once put
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wealth they have accumulated—
should a worst-case scenario

become reality.

David Sowerbutts knows this fact better
than most. As one of three attorneys with Lieb-
mann Family Law in Newtown, Sowerbutts
maintains a long and diverse client list, including
those who rely on him for estate-planning mat-
ters—in other words, individuals who are intent
on making sure their wishes are honored if and
when they are unable to make decisions for
themselves, due to a death or a life-altering cir-
cumstance.

For starters, Sowerbutts says just about
every adult can benefit from having a carefully
drawn will. This essential estate-planning doc-
ument outlines precisely how one’s assets will
be distributed, who will be the executor of
one’s estate, and who will serve as the guardian
of one’s young children in the event of an indi-
vidual’s death.

“Simply put, without a will, the rules of in-
testacy determine who will receive your assets,”
Sowerbutts says. “Only if there are no living rel-
atives available does the property go to the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, but if there is
no will, the rules automatically determine who
gets what.

“Estate planning is about maintaining con-
trol,” he continues. “You may not want certain
people to get the same amount that the automatic
rules provide, or you may even want to disinherit
certain individuals. If you don’t have a will to
state your intentions, those decisions are beyond
your control.”

Proper estate planning can also help heirs
make good decisions with the assets one leaves
behind. Sowerbutts cites the example of an 18-
year-old heir coming into a large sum of money.
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